
Apart from it being useful for career
development, the External Newsletter
will also serve as a guide for you to
broaden your knowledge base. In this
learning environment, you will be
introduced to academic discourse, learn
about theories that may help you to
kick-start, or ask for guidance about
your tertiary education in areas you are
interested in. It may also be a vehicle to
seek advice, and to befriend people who
have common interests. We must be
aware that this is an era of globalization.
The world is connected more closely
than ever before. Unlike the past few
decades, today one could reach any
corner of the world, not only via audio,
but also visually, and witness events as if
they were happening before our own
eyes. Such is the height of technology
today. 

This external newsletter will do just that
for you. I would like to conclude this
remark by what Nicola Tesla had said
about technology, in 1926. 
“When wireless is perfectly applied, the
whole world will be converted into a huge
brain…We shall be able to communicate
with one another instantly… despite
intervening distances of thousands of
miles… and the instrument through which
we shall be able to do this will be
amazingly simple…A man will be able to
carry one in his vest pocket”
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VILLA COLLEGE
LAUNCHED  NEW
PROGRAMMES FOR
2023
New Programmes for January
2023 were launched in a special
ceremony held at Villa College QI
Hall.

This is a blissful day in the life of Villa
College, and it gives me great pride to
mark this eventful day inaugurating
the launching of the first External
Newsletter which will be an effective
platform to share the public relations
activities of this college.

This newsletter will serve as a great
opportunity to share our experiences
objectively to disseminate knowledge.
This newsletter is also essential for
career development. 

Career development is the approach
used for selecting a career that may
suit one that best fits one’s skills,
aptitude and even personality. Career
development is a continuous learning
process and will help you edge closer
to your dream job. Not only does
career guidance help us to identify
and choose what may be the most
versatile employment that fits one’s
abilities, enthusiasm, or qualifications,
but also show the areas that may not
be applicable to venture into, in
search of a job
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ADDRESS BY THE RECTOR 



NOTE BY THE VICE RECTOR 

Through this newsletter, Villa College hopes to stay
connected with our community and share the various
activities and events conducted at the college with the
public, as well as our current and future students. We
feel that it’s important to create a means for
improving the visibility of and accessibility to the
important initiatives and events conducted by the
college.

 Our faculties, student bodies and alumni conduct
several events every semester. These activities and
student experiences will be promoted through the
opinion pieces and featured articles in this newsletter.

I would like to thank our staff, students and alumni
for their involvement in and commitment towards
publishing this newsletter. 

Villa college paid an official visit to the Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM), from 20th April to 25th April 2022. The main
purpose of this visit was to sign the MOU, to establish
collaboration and explore opportunities to develop, support
and enrich the research, educational and training programs in
the field that will be beneficial to both parties. USM is
Malaysia’s premier research university which strives to
enhance and strengthen its educational programs and has
taken various initiatives to complement its educational
excellence. USM and Villa College has declared their mutual
intentions to establish collaboration and explore opportunities
to develop, support and enrich the research, educational and
training programs in the field that will be beneficial to both
parties.

MOU SIGNING CEREMONY BETWEEN
UNIVERSITI SAINS MALAYSIA AND VILLA
COLLEGE

 
Villa College & Zikura International College were registered by the MNSDA as Trade Test Centres for National

Trade Testing & Certification, looking forward to recognizing prior learning in various trades for youth
empowerment by acquiring formal qualifications.
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Mohamed Shaffah  
Back in 2016, when Mohamed Shaffah enrolled into the
Bachelor of Arts in Business and Management program at
Villa College (VC), it was mainly in anticipation of a quality and
high standard education which would enable him to advance
his career without having to move abroad. His expectations
were met in terms of quality of the education in the University
of the West of England (UWE) affiliated program he was
enrolled in.

However, he did not foresee the challenges and difficulties he
would have to overcome due to his unfamiliarity with tertiary
educational practices. What helped him meet his personal
goals was the guidance he received at Villa College towards
autonomous learning and research, which were lacking
previously in his school life.

What made his experience at Villa College unique was how his
time at College was not merely about academic learning, but
also gave him the far-sightedness to understand the
importance of social life, through the various social activities
he had the opportunity to participate in. Activities such as
hosting college events and participating in the Villa College
Student Association’s activities did not only boost his self-
confidence, but enabled him to have positive social bonds
with his peers in the college community.

In pursuit of further professional and academic growth,
Shaffah chose Villa College for his Masters, mainly as he saw
that UWE’s MSc Accounting and Finance was the most ideal
path to advance his career, as well as having had a
remarkable experience during his time at VC doing his first
degree.

He graduated from the programme, achieving the Qasim
Ibrahim Award for Excellence, the Villa College Medal and
Industry Prize and also the Villa College Book prize, leaving his
mark as a commendable student and an example for current
and future students.
 

“Not everyone gets the same opportunities and not
everyone starts at the same place. To get to where

you want to be and to attain your goals, you have to
value time, money and opportunities. No matter

how many times you fall, you need to persevere and
get back on your feet, because when you reach your
destination, looking back, the journey is going to be

worth every effort" 
 

- Mohamed Shaffah 

ALUMNI PROFILE!
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A total of six Issues of the Villa College Research Digest was published to
provide fresh ideas for our researchers and students to expand their
knowledge and practice in various disciplines, through exposure to the
most current research publications as well as simple guidance on
carrying out high quality research.

launching the State of World Population (SWOP) report
in June 2022

RESEARCH & INNOVATION 
International Conference
for Social Research and
Innovation (ICSRI 2022), 
The Institute for Research and
Innovation (IRI) of Villa College is
engaged in research at a national and
international level and the dissemination
of knowledge. This year, the major event
IRI hosted was the 7th International
Conference for Social Research and
Innovation (ICSRI 2022), focusing on the
theme “Re-framing Our Future - Placing
People at the Center." 

The conference held key panel
discussions focusing on five SDG goals
(goals 3, 4, 5, 13, and 16). In addition to
that, four keynote speakers from
Malaysia, Australia, India, and the UK
gave their insights into the conference
theme. 

Sixty-six papers were presented at the
conference this year, from both local and
international universities, government
institutions, and NGOs. Volume 6, Issue
1, of the International Journal of Social
Research and Innovation (IJSRI) was
released at the conference's opening
ceremony.

The theme of UNFPA's 2022 SWOP Report
is "Seeing the Unseen: The Case for Action
in the Neglected Crisis of Unintended
Pregnancy." First Lady Fazna Ahmed
launched the report. The ceremony was
attended by Ministers, Members of
Parliament, State Ministers, UNFPA
officials and representatives of Villa
College. In connection with the release of
the signature report on the SWOP Report
2022 by UNFPA, a panel discussion was a
collaborative initiative between Institute
for Research and Innovation (IRI) and
UNFPA. The panel consisted of
government officials, policymakers, and
social and religious professionals who
addressed the issue of unintended
pregnancy in the Maldives and discussed
ways of resolving the issue.     

A public talk was held under the banner of VC Research Talk, titled “Seabird
Research and Conservation” delivered by Professor Richard A. Phillips, from
the UK, who is the Head of the Predators group in the BAS Ecosystems
Team.
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MAJOR MILESTONES
Academic Partnership with Taylor’s university 

VILLA COLLEGE AND TAYLOR'S UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP LAUNCH 

Villa College officially launches partnership with Taylor’s
University in a special ceremony held at the Villa College on
30th November 2022. Among the special invitees were,
Professor Michael John Driscoll – Vice Chancellor &
President, Taylor’s University, Professor Pradeep Nair –
Deputy Vice-Chancellor & Chief Academic Officer, Professor
Neethiahnanthan Ari Ragavan – Executive Dean, Faculty of
Social Sciences and Leisure Management and Pierre Louis
Genier, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Taylor’s Digital & TNE. The
Chief Guest of the night was Mohamed Aslam, Minister of
National Planning, Housing and Infrastructure.

New programmes offered through this partnership.
include, Bachelor of International Hospitality Management
(Honours), Master’s in International Hospitality
Management, Bachelors of Culinary Management
(Honours), Bachelor of Mass Communication (Honors) and
Master's in Communication.

5

A significant milestone has been achieved for Villa College as we have entered into an academic partnership with
Taylor's University. MoA with Taylor's University was signed on 8th November 2022 at Taylor's University, Malaysia.
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MAJOR MILESTONES
inauguration OF THE CHINESE LANGUAGE CENTRE

Opening ceremony of the Chinese language
Center of the Villa College was held on 28
September 2022. Chief guest of the ceremony
was Chinese Ambassador to the Maldives Her
Excellency Wand Lixin. Foreign Secretory of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Maldives, Mr.
Ahmed Latheef also participated the ceremony.
Other distinguished attendees include the Rector
of Villa college, Dr, Ahmed Anwar, Vice Rector of
Villa College, Dr. Ali Najeeb, Director of the CLC,
Professor Liyu, Director of the CLC Mr. Ahmed
Yasir and representatives from the Chinese
companies in the Maldives. 
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This event was hybrid event. Chairman of China International Chinese Education Foundation, Mr Wang Wei, President
of Chang’An University, Mr. Sha Aimin, Deputy Director of Hunan Provincial Department of Education, Mr. Luo Guixiang,
party Secretary of Hunan Mass Media Vocational and Technical College, Mr. Li Sanfu and other dignitaries participate
the ceremony via online. 

On behalf of the China International Chinese Education Foundation, Yang Wei congratulated the successful opening of
the Chinese Language Center. He hoped that the Chinese Language Center would become a bridge for educational
cooperation and people-to-people exchanges between China and Maldives, and provide talent support and intellectual
guarantee for cooperation in other fields.

inauguration ceremony of the first ever student based Law Society of Villa College in
the Maldives.

The Law Society aims to increase graduate and employability skills of students, organizes networking events and
spreads socio-legal awareness, promotes pro bono culture among the law students while simultaneously building a
nation of well-trained law graduates. VCLS aims to benefit students by providing them with practical learning and legal
experiences. While creating opportunities to strengthen their career profile through skilled workshops, competitions,
academic sessions organized by the VCLS and partner organizations.
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MAJOR MILESTONES
The first Psychology Symposium & Exhibition in Maldives

The first psychology symposium and exhibition were held on 10th October. At Villa College QI campus. The first Lady
officiated the ceremony. The minister of Gender, Family and Social Services also participated in the symposium. The
event was organized by the Psychology Association of Villa College. 

This was a great opportunity for students to share their research and ideas related to mental health. The
symposium had three sessions, the first session included students ideas about creating mental health awareness in
the form of mental health campaigns. In the second session the final year students presented their research. The
third session was a panel discussion on challenges and misconception in accessing Mental health services. 

The psychology exhibition featured number of varieties of interactive exhibits, on memory, information procession,
child development, brain functions and number of psychology experiments. interactive demonstrations that provide
classical and contemporary psychological methods employed to understand mind and behavior. Students explore
the history of the attempts to understand the human experiences. 

The platform that Villa College has created for the field of psychology will continue to raise awareness to change the
mindset of the public towards seeking psychological help.
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A legal Dhivehi workshop was organized with
to equip law students with the intricacies of
legal drafting, pleading and conveyancing skill
sets in Dhivehi language, which is exclusively
used in regional courts and law offices of the
Maldives, on top of the legal English language
skills which law students learn while
graduating through their course curriculum.
The workshop also intended to train the
participants with court mannerisms, etiquettes
and addressal.

LEGAL DHIVEHI WORKSHOP 

CRIME SCENE FORENSICS 

This forensics workshop provided the training to law students with graduate skills related to forensics criminal
investigations through observation and analysis of a mock crime scene under experts’ supervision. The students will be
provided with a training concerning the calculation, scrutiny, collection of evidence, and making a case out of the
circumstances provided. The workshop provided training for specific forensics investigations for admissibility of digital
evidence, fingerprinting analysis, recording of crime scene, degrees of evidence, among others.

TRIAL ADVOCACY 1.0

This trial advocacy workshop intended to provide training
and graduate skills to law students regarding advocacy
skills required for criminal cases, which are different from
civil and constitutional cases, subjectively as well as
procedurally. The workshop specifically provided training
regarding the opening statement, reading, interpretation
and analysis of the evidence, examination in chief and
cross-examination of the witness, court mannerisms and
legal logic and reasoning.

WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS
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UN Resident Coordinator, Ms. Catherine
Haswell visited the QI Campus

On 14th March 2022, the UN Resident Coordinator, Ms.
Catherine Haswell, visited the QI Campus. During her visit,
she met the executives and senior staff of Villa College and
was provided with a tour around the campus by the Rector
of Villa College, Dr. Ahmed Anwar.. The Resident
Coordinator supports and facilitates cooperation and
coordination among programmes, funds and agencies in
the Maldives and the purpose of this visit was to discuss a
prospective project that the UN wishes to carry out with
the Maldives.

Further cooperation between UN and Villa College was
discussed including discussion of research support and
other measures and activities which can positively impact
the achievement of the sustainable development goals
(SDGs).

On 11th December at the Villa College QI
Library, a special ceremony was held to
commemorate the donations of books &
computers given by the Chinese
Embassy to Villa College. The ceremony
was attended by the Counsellor, Yu
Xueyong and among the senior staff of
Villa College were the Rector of Villa
College, Dr. Ahmed Anwar, Vice Rector,
Dr. Ali Najeeb, Principle and Deputy
Principle of Villa International High
School Mr. Saeed Ahmed and Mr. Ismail
Nasheed.

DONATIONS OF BOOKS &
COMPUTERS GIVEN BY THE
CHINESE EMBASSY TO VILLA
COLLEGE.

On 25th October, delegates from VC, Dr Ali Najeeb, Mr Abdul
Munnim, Ms Mariyam Nazviya and Uza. Aishath Khaleela
participated in the 36th Conference of Administrative
Leadership in Higher Education Institutions and Universities,
organized by International Union of Universities at Istanbul. 

Vice Rector, Dr Ali Najeeb presented on the topic
"Development of Higher Education in the Maldives: Growth,
Challenges, Sustainability and future directions"
. 
Deputy Vice Rector, Mr Abdul Munnim and Ms Mariyam
Nazviya presented the topic "Opportunities for Investment
in Higher Education in the Maldives"

Villa College participated in the 36th
conference of administrative leadership in
higher education instituted and universities 
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On 29th August 2022, Monday, an EBSCO ebooks training session was conducted at Villa College AA Hall by
Librarian Athiyaa Shakeel and Senior Library Officer Aishath Hanan.

A customer service training was conducted for
our staff involved in customer
services/relations, in order to develop their
skills in communication, handling irate
customers, and phone services. The training
was conducted by Mr. Masood, a motivational
speaker, who aided the staff significantly in
learning new techniques and practices in the
area. The training was held from March 15-17
2022. 

The Faculty of Health Sciences of Villa College held a mentoring workshop for nurses from IGMH, Treetop Hospital, ADK
hospital and Hulhumale Hospital on 24th March. The main aim of this programme was to prepare mentors to guide their
mentees in achieving their clinical placement objectives.

This event was held in a hybrid modality. Around 42 participants took part in the mentoring workshop which was
conducted both face to face and virtually; 30 nurses physically attended the workshop held at Villa College and 12 nurses
attended virtually. 
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RISEN - Peer Empowerment Programme 

Psychology students at Villa College completed a five-day peer empowerment training program from 20th to
24th March 2022. This is an initiative by the Psychology Association of Villa College and the first in a series of
programmes that are to be offered for students outside of the formal curriculum of studies. The training
sessions were facilitated by members of the NGO Journey, and 17 students from different psychology batches
took part. The aim of the programme is to train students to be able to provide psychosocial support to their
peers. This is essential as some students may not recognize their need for psychosocial support, while others
may deem their problems too mild to consult a professional. Hence, training peers to support each other was
recognized as pivotal, as peers can aid each other. Some of the areas explored in these sessions include
recognizing what makes youth vulnerable to psychological complications, Islamic views on psychological help
seeking, active listening, conflict resolution, the importance of privacy circles, conflict resolution, coping
mechanisms and HIV awareness, among others. The training programme was conducted through role play and
other activities that promoted an environment that displays realistic involvement and a platform for the
practice of the skills that were taught during the sessions.

A case based learning workshop was
held in Villa College QI campus from
18th to 19th October 2022. This
workshop was conducted by Professor
G.V Muralidhara, Director and Campus
Head of ICFAI Business School. This
workshop was mainly conducted for
Lecturers of the Faculty of Business
Management where they were taught
how to incorporate case studies in their
teaching modules to better prepare
students for their examinations and
assignments.

A case based learning workshop
by Professor G.V Muralidhara, 
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Appointing of the New Psychology Association Exco 2022

At a special ceremony held at the Psychology Lab of Villa
College, the newly elected Psychology Association Executive
Committee were officially appointed. The ceremony started
with a presentation based on the events of the Psych
Exposure Trip 2022, made and presented by a Bachelor of
Psychology student. A trip where Bachelor of Psychology
students got to visit mental health facilities and special
needs schools in Sri Lanka. After the appointment of the
executive committee, PAL Leaders (Peer Assisted Learning)
were awarded certificates, an initiative by the Head of
Learning & Support of Villa College, Ahmed Yasir. This is an
initiative where students who do well in modules offer to
assist peers in years junior to them. Psych students utilize
this service regularly. The ceremony ended with a few
remarks by the Vice Rector of Villa College, Dr. Ali Najeeb
where noted the importance of Volunteer work and
acknowledged the outstanding effort the Psychology
Association has put into making it a great success.

VILLA COLLEGE OPEN DAY 2022

Villa college held an open day on 16th December 2022 to showcase
our facilities and services to the general public. The public got the
opportunity to experience demo classes, take tours around the
campus, participate in fun games and with exciting prizes while
enjoying good food and live music. Every faculty of the college were
given a stall where they gave course information, career guidance and
got to display their current students’ projects for the public to see. At
the QI hall there was also a career fair where many of our industry
partners had their stalls giving out career guidance sessions.
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A batch of students of Villa College in Maldives concluded their nurses clinical training at Lanka Hospitals
Academy. The nurses clinical training is a component of their curriculum in the Diploma in Nursing conducted
by Villa College in Maldives. The Lanka Hospitals Academy training collaboration with Villa College in Maldives
is an ongoing partnership. 

As a part of Dual Diagnosis module
requirement, Faculty of health science,
Villa College took the Master’s in
Nursing students to Drug Treatment
and Rehabilitation Center (DTRC) in K.
Himmafushi island, and conducted a
special session from National Drug
Agency in Male' to make the students
aware on the Integration of substance
misuse interventions into co-existing
mental health care delivery system of
Maldives.

A team of researchers and project fellows from Villa
College traveled  to Mumbai for a 10-Day training
workshop to learn about mentoring, action research
and have cross country discussions on challenges of
teacher educators and teachers professional
Development.

This is a part of the IDRC funded project :A
Multimodal Approach to Teacher Professional
Development in Low Resource Settings

On the 29th of October, Ms. Hidhaya Mohamed Zahir conducted
a one day workshop as part of the action research as a fellow of
the 'South Asian Teacher Educators Fellowship' of the Multi-
Modal Approach to Teacher Professional Development in Low
Resource Settings project funded by Internal Development
Research Centre (IDRC) of Canada and led by Villa College. The
primary goal of the workshop was to strengthen English
language teachers with the tools they need to integrate
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) into their teaching
strategies
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Villa College participated in the National Skills & Career Expo 2022 which was held on 18th and 19th of
November 2022

During the trade show, The BA (Hons) Business
Management with Marketing (UWE) students presented
a new product to the customers and got hands-on
experience, which makes them familiar with core areas
of marketing.
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National Skills & Career Expo 2022

applied Marketing Practice Trade Show by
Faculty of Business Management.

strategic plan evaluation workshop

As the Planning and Development department is
currently working on renewing the Strategic Plan of Villa
College for the upcoming five years from 2023 to 2027,
several Strategic Plan workshops were conducted in
order to derive relevant and helpful data from the staff
currently employed at the college. 

Oath taking ceremony for Diploma and C4 Nursing and
the graduation ceremony of the first Diploma in nursing
students was held on 16th Sep 2022

nursing students oath taking ceremony 

Transform your life with Villa College 14Transform your life with Villa College 14



SPECTRUM 2022 is an art & design exhibition
where students of Villa College who are currently
doing Certificate 4 in Creative Arts & Design got to
showcase their learnings and creativity. This
exhibition was held on 29th May 2022 at the Villa
College QI Hall. Among the senior staff that
attended the exhibition, the Rector, Dr. Ahmed
Anwar also shared and expressed his enthusiasm
in the Arts & Design field.
The participants then got the opportunity to
network and interact with the attendees by
explaining their work displayed on their stalls. The
exhibition was concluded with the Rector handing
out the awards for all participants.

SPECTRUM 2022 BY STUDENTS 
OF C4  CREATIVE ARTS & DESIGN

A total of 30 Nursing Students took part in the three-day
workshop that took place from 25th to 27th December
2022 at Villa College. 
 
The aim of this workshop was to build upon the revised
2018 Ten Steps to Successful Breastfeeding, the latest
version of the guidance for implementing the BFHI in
facilities providing maternity and newborn services and the
World Health Organization (WHO) Implementation
guidance: protecting, promoting and supporting
breastfeeding in facilities providing maternity and
newborn services

During the ceremony, special guest Ms. Aishath Shahula
Ahmed and the Rector of Villa College noted just how
much of a positive impact breast feeding counselling can
bring about to the country both in maintaining a healthy
youth and the economy of the country as well.

BREAST FEEDING COUNSELLING
 WORKSHOP 2022

On the 28th of November 2022, the 2nd Nursing
Scholarships by Treetop Hospital were officially awarded
to the students of Villa College. The scholarships were
awarded in a special ceremony at Treetop Hospital
attended by the Dr. Ahmed Anwar, Rector along with
other senior staff of College. The certificates were
awarded by the Rector of Villa College and the COO of
TreeTop Hospital, Adil Moosa.

Awarding of Nursing Scholarships by TreeTop
Hospital
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"FSL co-organised the Maldives UNCITRAL Asia
Pacific Day 2022 on 27th October 2022 with
UNCITRAL: United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law RCAP, Maldives Moot Court
Society. Theme of the seminar was “Harmonizing
International Commercial Laws for the Asia-Pacific
Region to Facilitate Business & Trade”. The seminar
marked an academic success bringing in
participation from 30 different countries including
scholars, practitioners and students."

Four of our bright students have been selected to
represent the Maldives and our Villa College on a
traditional reputed international platform of 30th
Willems C. Vis Moot 2022.

The selection process was conducted by FSL
academic staff along with Villa College alumni in the
interview panel who have previously participated
and secured positions on this prestigious platform of
Vis. Moot. One of the panelist alumni Ms. Aishath
Lamya will also be accompanying our team to
Kazakhstan for the training sessions as their coach.

UNCITRAL Asia Pacific Day 2022 

Diploma in Nursing Sep 2020 intake has completed
Externship training at Lanka hospital from 8th
October to 6th November. The purpose of this
programmes is to give the students exposure to
advanced Medical surgical nursing procedures. 

externship program at lanka hospitals -
nursing sep - 2020 intake

Shilan Shah-Davis, UWE Bristol Law School Associate
HoD conducted an excellent Academic Bite Session on
Research Methodology and Methods for our
Academics. 

 

Session with Shilan Shah-Davis from UWE
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Kazakhstan Arbitration Moot Training 
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On the occasion of world population reaching 8
billion, a special event was held in QI Campus Hall.
In this event, a debate was held between the
students of VIHS and Billabong High International
School along with speeches by invited guests.

Stalls were also setup to conduct games and
provide information regarding world population
reaching 8 billion, along with live music
performance by Shaadhin and co.

 

9 students from the Psychology Degree Programme went on their First
Psychology Exposure Trip designed to provide the students following
Bachelors of Psychology at Villa College to observe, get involved in and to
understand the practicalities of the processes followed in treatments and
interventions as well as other services that are provided for people with
mental health complications, disorders and abnormalities.

occasion of world population reaching 8 billion

Psychology Exposure Trip 2022

Every year, Villa College offers scholarship opportunities in 4
different categories under the Villa College Scholarship scheme. A
total of seven students from various programmes were awarded the
scholarships of 2021 in a special ceremony held at Villa College.
Rector, Dr. Ahmed Anwar graced the ceremony and handed out the
scholarships to the students. While addressing the scholarship
winners, he urged them to take full advantage of this opportunity in
advancing their academic careers and encouraged them to work
hard towards achieving their goals.

VILLA COLLEGE ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDING
CEREMONY

17info@villacollege.edu.mv@villacollegemv@villacollegemv@villacollege.edu.mv info@villacollege.edu.mv@villacollegemv@villacollegemv@villacollege.edu.mv 17



15 YEARS IN HIGHER EDUCATION!

Villa College celebrated its 15th anniversary this year and the event was collaboratively organized by the Anniversary
Committee. The theme of this year’s anniversary event was retro/disco. The event was conducted with grandeur and
liveliness, making it a memorable night for all staff who were present. The event began with the recitation of the Holy
Quran, followed by the welcome remarks by the Rector, Dr. Ahmed Anwar.

 Villa College Excellence Awards were presented to the winning staff and departments/faculties. Additional awards
which were presented by the Vice Rector and Deputy Vice Rectors included Employee of the Month award and
Employee of the Year award. During this event, staff who had been under Villa College’s employment for 10 years and
longer were presented with the 'Long-service Award and certificates as a symbol of appreciation.

 Moreover, former staff who had worked at the college for longer than 5 years were given invitations to attend the
event as a token of acknowledgement. The event ended with a delightful dinner and an entertaining music show that
was filled with laughter and continuous applause.

villa college planning day 2022

During the 2022 Planning Day sessions, every
department / faculty was given 15 minutes to present
their progress and main achievements of the year
2022, and their annual work plans for the year 2023.  

Planning day is one of the major strategic activities of
Villa College’s departments and faculties, which is
organized and hosted by the Rectorate Department. It
is an annual activity usually held during the last
quarter of the year

Transform your life with Villa College 18Transform your life with Villa College 18Transform your life with Villa College 18



With the total number of graduates from the class of 2022, the
total number of graduates from Villa College has reached
15,899. 

This is a 15% growth in the overall graduate output of the
College.

Villa College (VC) successfully held graduation ceremonies for the class of 2022 on September
16 and 17, 2022. A total of 1074 students graduated from different disciplines in these

ceremonies. Three sessions were held for VC own programmes on 16th  September 2022, and 533
students graduated from 26 programmes. And on 17th September 2022, two sessions were held

for programmes conducted in collaboration with the University of the West of England (UWE)
and 541 students graduated from 17 programmes. It is noteworthy that with 75% out of the

graduate output of the class of 2022 the majority females.
 

It is important to highlight that the Minister of Tourism, Honorable Dr. Abdulla Mausoom was
the chief guest for the first session of the VC ceremonies, while the Minister of Higher

Education, Honorable Dr. Ibrahim Hassan honored the second session. Out of the 533 graduates
from VC programmes, 116 graduated from undergraduate level and 417 from postgraduate level.

The UWE ceremonies were graced by UWE’s Vice Chancellor, Professor Steve West. From the
541 graduates, 326 graduated from undergraduate level and 215 from postgraduate.

CLASS OF 2022
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

On the 20th of September 2022,  Villa College held their second Student Achievement Award Ceremony. 
 Students who graduated with special distinctions were awarded certificates and prizes from our industry

partners.  While 70 students won the book prize, 42 students won the college medal and 21 students won the
prestigious Qasim Ibrahim Award of Excellence. Further  7 students won the ACCA Maldives National Resident

Prize.
 

 The ceremony was honored by the presence of the chief guest, Vice President His Excellency Faisal Naseem,
and special guests; Special Advisor to the President on Social Policy Dr. Mustafa Lutfi and  Minister of Gender,

Family and Social Services, Aishath Mohamed Didi.
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Villa College was awarded opportunity to conduct vocational courses under the Skills for a Resilient Workforce
program; an initiative by the government to develop the skills of the youth workforce needed for the Maldivian
labour market. Since the announcement of the first course under the program on 05th May 2021, Villa College
has trained over 250 students in various fields in the social, tourism and ICT sector. The courses  offered under
SFRW at Villa College include National Certificate level 3 in Housekeeping, Inventory Management, Watersports,
Airport Representative Services, Computer Hardware and Networking, Cashiering, Lifeguarding, Ticketing and
Reservation, Bar Bending, Fish Processing and Quality Control as well as Tour Guiding.

Villa College was awarded the opportunity to conduct courses under the Up-skilling and Training program of
the Maldives Covid-19 Emergency Income Support Project (MCEISP). The courses which were offered under
MCEISP at Villa College are from diving, ICT and accounting fields.

The purpose of this project is to provide better opportunities in the job market and offer better employability
through training and up-skilling for the people negatively affected by the pandemic.

Upskilling and Training programs offered under COVID-19 Income Support Project 

PARTNERSHIPS AND AGREEMENTS
 Skills for a Resilient Workforce program
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MOU signing between Villa College
and Amana Takaful

With this MOU signing, Amana Takful will be conducting
free soft skills and finance-related training sessions on
insurance, takaful risk mitigation, Islamic finance and in
many other areas relevant to Villa College students and
alumni.

MOU Signing between Villa College
and the Kulhudhuffushi City Council 

Villa College signed an MOU with Kulhudhuffushi City
Council to offer six scholarships to the residents of
Kulhudhuffushi area. These scholarships are awarded
under the Villa College Community Engagement
Scholarship Scheme and awardees will be studying at
the Villa College Kulhudhuffushi campus 

An MoU was signed today between Villa
College and Medianet to offer apprenticeship
programs for Information Technology /
Computer Science students of Villa College.
This program will train students in the relevant
skills required for the field and enable
students to gain practical work experience.
The MoU was signed by Dr Ali Najeeb, Vice
Rector of Villa College and Mr Abdul Azeez
Ibrahim, Head of Administration, Medianet.

MOU signed between medianet and
villa college

MOU Signing ceremony between The Lanka
Hospitals Corporation PLC and Villa College With
this MOU Signing, LHC will facilitate a clinical
training programme for Maldivian students
enrolled in Diploma in Nursing Course. LHC is one
of the leading private healthcare service
providers in Sri Lanka and has established its
training academic in 2019.

MOU Signing ceremony between The
Lanka Hospitals Corporation PLC and
Villa College
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Villa College will be contributing to the national
HR convention 2022 organized by MAHRP as a
silver sponsor. We will continue to contribute to
the development of HR in the Maldives and show
our support through these conventions. On
behalf of MAHRP, Hussein Afeef, President of
MAHRP signed the MoU and Vice Rector, Dr. Ali
Najeeb signed on behalf of Villa College.

)MOU SIGNING WITH MAHRP MOU WITH PENSION OFFICE

On 9th June 2022 an MoU was signed between
Villa College and the Maldives Pension
Administration Office at the Pension Office. The
purpose of this MOU is to help provide awareness
among youth regarding financial literacy and other
related areas of MPAO. On behalf of the Pension
Office, Sujaatha Haleem, Acting CEO of the Pension
Office and Vice Rector, Dr. Ali Najeeb signed the
MoU on behalf of Villa College. 

MWSC signs an MoU with Villa College at a
ceremony held at the MWSC office. With this
MoU, MWSC will be providing avenues of
research for students of Villa College. In this MoU
MWSC was represented by their Managing
Director, Hassan Shah and Villa College, by the
Rector, Dr. Ahmed Anwar. These researches will
be conducted with the guidance of MWSC’s
expertise along with the necessary financial aid to
provide an allowance for students who will be
taking part in the research.

MOU SIGNING WITH MWSC

A special MOU signing ceremony was held between
UNFPA and Villa College to support population
research dialogues.
UNFPA and Villa College collaborated to find problems
regarding population and try to find solutions for
them. In addition, the research will focus on migration
within the country and as well as to abroad 

)MOU SIGNING CEREMONY BETWEEN
UNFPA AND VILLA COLLEGE
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Agreement between Villa College and The
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants
(CIMA) The agreement was signed on 11th April
2022 between The Chartered Institute of
management accountants (CIMA) and Villa
College. Upon this agreement it would enable
students of the University who enroll onto the
CGMA Finance Leadership Programme (FLP) to
obtain a CIMA Qualification. Chartered Institute of
Management Accountants (CIMA), is the world’s
leading and major professional body of
management accountants.

Agreement between Villa College and
The Chartered Institute of
Management Accountants (CIMA)

The program has been conducted since 2017 as part of
the Universal Foundation’s social responsibility. The
main objective of the programme is to provide
employment opportunities for Maldivian youth
interested in working in the tourism sector after
training them.

The program is resuming in 2022 after a two-year break
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As this year marks the
50th anniversary of tourism in the Maldives, the
Universal Foundation aims to train 50 students under
the Discover Hospitality program this year.

Villa College and Universal Foundation
have signed an MoU to conduct the
“Discover Hospitality” program. on 18th May 2022  an MoU was signed between Villa

College and ORCA Media Group at Villa College. Main
purpose of this MoU is to provide Villa College
graduates with opportunities to connect with relevant
industries, specifically in the marketing industry. On
behalf of ORCA Media Group, Ahmed Nasir, Chief
Operating Officer signed the MoU and Vice Rector, Dr.
Ali Najeeb signed on behalf of Villa College. 

MOU SIGNING WITH ORCA MEDIA GROUP
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An agreement was signed between Villa College
and Ministry of Higher Education for the
establishment of a Junior College in N.
Kendhikulhudhoo, which will contribute to the
development of education facilities along with
Student Accommodation at N.Kendhikulhudhoo
under Build, Finance and Operate Public Private
Partnership Model.

Agreement between Villa College and
Ministry of Higher Education for the
establishment of a Junior College in N.
Kendhikulhudhoo 

Villa Educational Services has been contracted to develop the first
polytechnic by a private party in the atolls.

 

Villa Educational Services Pvt Ltd and
Housing Development Corporation
signed an agreement for the
development of a private school in
Hulhumale'. The agreement was
signed by the Rector and Deputy Vice
Rector Dr Adil.

Villa Educational Services has been contracted to develop the first polytechnic by a private party
in the atolls. The agreement pertaining to the project was signed on Monday, with Permanent
Secretary Fathimath Hilmy representing Higher Education Ministry and Villa College’s Vice Rector
Dr. Ali Najeeb representing Villa Educational Services.

FUTURE PROJECTS

agreement for the development 
of  a private school in
Hulhumale'.
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Inauguration of VCSA Chapters 
(20th January 2022) 

The inauguration of VCSA chapters, has been a
long-term goal of decentralizing the efforts of the
VCSA to focus on the atoll campuses and make it
more active within the atolls as well. It was finally
inaugurated in January 2022 at a hybrid
ceremony held in QI Campus. The Villa College
Rector, management, staff, and VCSA’s SRC
members joined the event physically while
elected members from the chapters joined
virtually from the Kulhudhuffushi Campus,
Hithadhoo Campus, Naifaru Campus, and Laamu
Gan Campus

Virtual PUBG Match (13th February 2022)

A virtual PUBG Match was conducted on 13th February
2022, which was open virtually for students from all
campuses, to take their minds off their studies for a bit.
This was a refresher and mixer for students with
shared interests to develop friendships and the
opportunity to network virtually. The recording of the
match was broadcast on VCSA’s social media as well. 

VCSA Essay Competition 

Applications for VCSA’s Essay competition was open
until the end of March. The applications require
writers to submit their essays and they then stand a
chance to win a cash prize. The essays submitted for
this competition will also be included in the student
“Pulse” magazine, which is currently being developed

VCSA Inter-Faculty Quran Competition 1443 

VCSA successfully conducted the Inter-Faculty Quran
Competition 1443 held from April 14th to 16th in QI
Campus hall. Students from Faculty of Business
Management (FBM), Centre for Foundation Studies,
Villa College , Faculty of Shariah and Law, Villa College,
Faculty of Educational Studies (FES), Faculty of Health
Sciences (FHS) and Faculty of Engineering and
Technology, Villa College participated in this
competition, where a total of six blended sessions
were conducted for participants from QI Campus and
Atoll Campuses.
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This is the first-ever inter-college basketball tournament organized by the VCSA. Registrations were opened on 8th May
2022. It was held in partnership with the Maldives Basketball Association at the Kulhivaru Ekuveni Outdoor Basketball
Court from June 30th to July 6th. The Basketball Tournament was opened with welcoming remarks from Moosa
Meekail, President of VCSA, and Dr. Abdulla Sadig, Deputy Vice-Rector of Villa College. The teams who participated in
this tournament are Maldives National University, MAPS College, CHSE, Ahmadhiyya International School, and Villa
College in two different categories; 5 vs 5 and 3 vs 3 tournaments.

 
Triple Threat Basketball Tournament 2022 (30th June - 6th July 2022)

VCSA Participated in the Handball tournament with both
Men's team and Women's team and made it to the Semi-
finals. A special ceremony was held at Villa College where the
Rector of Villa College and Deputy Vice-Rector of Villa College
handed over the jerseys to the team members. However,
VCSA teams were defeated in the semi-final matches.

IUMSU Inter-College Handball Tournament 2022 
(21st May to 31st May 2022)

VCSA conducted vigorous selections of the VC Futsal Teams with over 186 students who had registered for the
selection process. Both men's and women's teams participated in the Futsal Fiesta with the hopes of winning the
championship. The SRC and pool members also worked towards winning the Best Supporting Team of the
tournament by preparing props and pom-poms. However the men's futsal team got knocked out from the group
stage and the women's team got defeated in the quarter finals of the tournament. 

 
MNUSU Futsal Fiesta 2022 (SEP 25TH-OCT 28TH)
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VCSA attended the National Unity Day
functions held in M.Kolhufushi.
 
VCSA attended the National Unity Day functions
held in M.Kolhufushi. On Kolhufushi Island, the
President of Maldives H.E Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih unveiled a monument raised in memory of
the lives lost in the tragic incident 18 years ago. 
The President and the First Lady also attended
the official function held to mark Unity Day and
joined hands with the island's residents in a show
of unity and solidarity, remembering the
devastation and lives lost in the 2004 tragedy.

VCSA Freshers Night 2022 was held
on 27th October 2022 . With
around 200 participants attending
the event, fun icebreaking activities
were conducted. 

VCSA FIFA23 Tournament was held from Nov 24th-26th 

VCSA Freshers Night 2022 

Transform your life with Villa College 28Transform your life with Villa College 28Transform your life with Villa College 28



VILLA COLLEGE
3303 200
info@villacollege.edu.mv
https://villacollege.edu.mv


